
Town of Groton, Connecticut 45 Fort Hill Road

Groton, CT 06340-4394

Town Clerk 860-441-6640

Town Manager 860-441-6630

RTM Education Committee

Meeting Agenda

Chairperson Kathleen Neugent, Representatives Alicia T. Bauer, Jim Evans, Thomas A Frickman, Jim 

Loughlin, Jackie Massett, Archie Swindell, and Lori A. Watrous

Tuesday, August 02, 2016 6:00 PM Groton Senior Center - Classroom B

SPECIAL MEETING

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

4. NEW BUSINESS

Adoption of Ordinance on School Facilities Initiative2016-0169

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $184,500,000 FOR THE DESIGN AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF THE GROTON 2020 PLAN, CONSISTING OF A NEW, CONSOLIDATED 

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND CONVERSION OF THE EXISTING MIDDLE SCHOOLS INTO 

"RENOVATED LIKE NEW" ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUE OF 

BONDS AND NOTES IN THE SAME AMOUNT TO FINANCE SAID APPROPRIATION

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GROTON:

Section 1.  That the sum of ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY-FOUR MILLION FIVE HUNDRED 

THOUSAND DOLLARS ($184,500,000) is appropriated for costs related to design and construction 

of (i) a new, approximately 169,000 sq. ft. consolidated middle school to be situated on the 

Town-owned Merritt site at 35 Groton Long Point Road, between Ella Grasso Technical High School 

and Robert E. Fitch High School and (ii) conversion of the existing Carl C. Cutler Middle School at 

160 Fishtown Road and the existing West Side Middle School at 250 Brandegee Avenue into  two 

"renovated like new" pre-K through grade 5 elementary schools, including the addition of 

approximately 11,000 sq. ft. of new space at each school.  The appropriation may be spent for design 

and construction costs, demolition costs, equipment, furnishings, materials, land or easement 

acquisition, necessary utilities, parking, road and sidewalk improvements off and on the school sites, 

site improvements, portable classrooms, storage and moving costs, architects' fees, engineering fees, 

construction manager fees, legal fees, net interest on borrowings and other financing costs, and other 

expenses related to the project or its financing.  The Town Council, or its designee, shall approve the 

final concept for the school project.  The Town Council may reduce or modify the project and may 

delete portions of the project if funds are insufficient to complete the entire project.

Section 2.  That the Town issue bonds or notes in an amount not to exceed ONE HUNDRED 

EIGHTY-FOUR MILLION FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ($184,500,000) to finance 

the appropriation for the project.  The amount of bonds or notes authorized to be issued shall be 

reduced by the amount of grants received by the Town for the project.  The bonds or notes shall be 

issued pursuant to Sections 7-369 and 10-289 of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 

1958, as amended, and any other enabling acts.  The bonds or notes shall be secured by the 

irrevocable pledge of the full faith and credit of the Town of Groton. The Town does hereby covenant 

and agree with the holders of the bonds or notes and all notes issued in anticipation of the receipt of 

the proceeds from the sale of such bonds or notes that in each year while any such bonds or notes are 

outstanding, it will levy and collect ad valorem taxes upon all taxable properties within the Town in 

an amount sufficient, with such other funds of the Town as shall be available for such purpose, to pay 

the interest and principal on the bonds or notes as the same become due and payable.

Section 3.  That the Town issue and renew temporary notes from time to time in anticipation of 

the receipt of the proceeds from the sale of the bonds or notes for the project.  The amount of 
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temporary notes outstanding at any time shall not exceed ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY-FOUR 

MILLION FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ($184,500,000).  The notes shall be issued 

pursuant to Section 7-378 of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1958, as amended.  

The notes shall be secured by the irrevocable pledge of the full faith and credit of the Town, payable 

as provided in Section 2.  The Town shall comply with the provisions of Sections 7-378a and 7-378b 

of the General Statutes with respect to any notes that do not mature within the time permitted by said 

Section 7-378.

Section 4.  The Town Manager and the Director of Finance shall determine the amount of any 

temporary notes authorized by Section 3 to be sold.  The Town Manager and the Director of Finance 

of the Town shall sign any bonds or notes by their manual or facsimile signatures.  The law firm of 

Day Pitney LLP is designated as bond counsel to approve the legality of the bonds or notes .  The 

Town Manager and the Director of Finance are authorized to determine the dates, interest rates, 

maturities, redemption provisions, form and other details of the bonds or notes; to provide for the 

keeping of a record of the bonds or notes; to designate one or more banks or trust companies to be 

certifying bank, registrar, transfer agent and paying agent for the bonds or notes; to designate a 

financial advisor to the Town in connection with the sale of the bonds or notes; to sell the bonds or 

notes at public or private sale; to deliver the bonds or notes; and to perform all other acts which are 

necessary or appropriate to issue the bonds or notes.

Section 5.  That the Town hereby declares its official intent under Federal Income Tax 

Regulation Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be paid from temporary advances of available 

funds and that (except to the extent reimbursed from grant moneys) the Town reasonably expects to 

reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal amount not 

in excess of the amount of borrowing authorized above for the project.  The Town Manager and the 

Director of Finance are authorized to amend such declaration of official intent as they deem 

necessary or advisable and to bind the Town pursuant to such representations and covenants as they 

deem necessary or advisable in order to maintain the continued exemption from federal income 

taxation of interest on the bonds or notes authorized by this resolution if issued on a tax-exempt 

basis, including covenants to pay rebates of investment earnings to the United States in future years.

Section 6.  That the Town Manager and the Director of Finance are authorized to make 

representations and enter into written agreements for the benefit of holders of the bonds or notes to 

provide secondary market disclosure information, which agreements may include such terms as they 

deem advisable or appropriate in order to comply with applicable laws or rules pertaining to the sale 

or purchase of such bonds or notes.

Section 7.  That the Board of Education is authorized to apply for and accept state grants for the 

project.  The Board of Education is authorized to file applications with the State Board of Education, 

to execute grant agreements for the project, and to file such documents as may be required by the 

State Board of Education to obtain grants for the costs of financing the project.

Section 8.  That the Town Manager, the Director of Finance and other proper officers of the 

Town are authorized to take all other action which is necessary or desirable to complete the project 

and to issue bonds or notes to finance the aforesaid appropriation.

Section 9.  This ordinance shall become effective only if it has been adopted by vote of not less 

than five (5) members of the Town Council and by the Representative Town Meeting, and only if the 

appropriation set forth in Section 1 and the issuance of bonds and notes to finance said appropriation 

have been approved by the voters at referendum in accordance with Sections 5.5.5.1 and 9.13 the 

Town Charter, and notice of passage has been published in accordance with the provisions of the 

Town Charter.

Refer to RTM.

Legislative History 

Referred6/17/2016 Mayor Town Council Committee of the Whole

Adopted and Referred6/28/2016 Town Council Representative Town Meeting

Councilor Watson gave an overview of the proposed Ordinance and the liabilities to the taxpayers.

At her request, Council Nault read the entire Ordinance into the record.
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Mayor Flax stated that a lot of things need to come together and if these things do not come together, the Town 

Council has the opportunity to not run the Ordinance. He stated as an example that the Town has to deal with 

some land, request State grants, and other issues that need to happen.

Town Manager Mark Oefinger confirmed Mayor Flax's statement and added that if those things do not happen, 

we do not have a project. He concluded that they need approval of a waiver request, 80% reimbursement grant 

for one of the schools, and gaining access to the Merritt property.  He stated that if one of those three things do 

not happen, then the project does not move forward.

Councilor Grim stated that some of the items necessary will not happen until after the referendum.

Town Manager Mark Oefinger stated that the Town was told, after the attempt to get legislation approved this 

year, that the voters have to approve the project before they can apply for the grants.  

Mayor Flax stated that if any of the listed items are not approved before or after the referendum, the Town has 

the ability to abandon the ordinance.

Councilor Nault stated that the Ordinance will be referred to the Representative Town Meeting at their July 13, 

2016 regular meeting and that they must act on the Ordinance at their August 10, 2016 regular meeting.

Councilor Nault asked for the status of the properties being considered for the construction of the proposed 

new middle school.  Town Manager Mark Oefinger listed the status of the properties currently under 

consideration by the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.

Mayor Flax called for a roll call vote, as a procedural requirement.

Discussed6/28/2016 Town Council Committee of 

the Whole

A public hearing was held on the ordinance on June 21st, and the Council must now decide whether or not to 

move forward with the November referendum.

Recommended for a 

Resolution

6/28/2016 Town Council Committee of 

the Whole

The Town Manager noted that the Town Council received positive responses from both the Town Planning 

Commission and the City of Groton Planning and Zoning Commission on the CGS Section 8-24 referrals.

5. Consideration of Committee Referral Items as per  Referral List

6. ADJOURNMENT

For the committee to meet, we need a quorum. Please let the clerk's office (441-6644) know 

ASAP if you will not be able to attend this meeting.
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